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Project
in a nutshell

This project focuses on designing a mobile app for 
competitive exam aspirants (UPSC, SSC, and similar 
exams) who need to read, understand, revise, and 
retain current affairs efficiently.



The app combines editorials, videos, and AI-powered 
study tools to support both daily consumption and 
long-term revision.

To help competitive exam aspirants understand, retain, 
and revise current affairs by providing a focused 
reading experience supported by videos, AI study 
tools, and an organized library for revision.

Goal



Problem

Aspirants face recurring issues while preparing 
current affairs:

Editorials are long and hard to revise

Switching between reading, note-making, and 
videos breaks focus

Most news apps are built for casual reading, not 
exam preparation

Create a study-first current affairs experience 
where aspirants can read, watch, and revise 
editorials in one continuous flow, without switching 
between tools.

Solution



A UX Research Report on the Write 
Vision Ecosystem
Cognitive Pedagogical Optimization for High-Stakes Exam Preparation

Problem Context: Editorial Reading in Competitive 
Exam Preparation

Editorials are not optional reading for serious aspirants. They 
are used to:


Build analytical depth (Mains & Interview)

Understand policy intent and implications

Develop balanced arguments beyond rote facts


Unlike textbooks, editorials:

Reflect current socio-political contexts

Demand critical interpretation

Require synthesis across subjects (Polity, Economy, IR, 
Ethics)

Abstract
The Indian EdTech ecosystem has transitioned from rapid, 
pandemic-driven expansion (2020–21) to a phase focused on 
retention, depth of learning, and measurable outcomes. For 
competitive exam aspirants (UPSC, SSC, State PSCs), the key 
challenge is not access to information but effective processing, 
comprehension, and retention of daily editorials.



This research analyzes aspirant behavior, cognitive load, 
mobile reading constraints, and memory science to inform the 
UX design of Write Vision as an editorial-centric learning 
companion, supported by AI tools for vocabulary, grammar, 
comprehension, and revision.

Aspirant Reading Behavior
Aspirants apply a mental filter to every article: for example 
Polity & Governance for GS II, Prelims etc. 

Common Behavioral Failures
Research identifies recurring pain points:


Spending time on irrelevant news

Reading without extraction (no notes, no retention)

Replacing daily reading with monthly compilations

Failing to link editorials to static syllabus topics

Cognitive Load in Mobile Editorial Reading
5.1  Cognitive Load Theory (CLT)

Editorial reading creates three types of load:


Intrinsic load: complexity of the topic itself

Extraneous load: caused by poor UI, clutter, navigation 
friction

Germane load: productive effort that leads to learning


UX goal: 
 Reduce extraneous load → free capacity for germane load.

M emory Science & Retention Constraints
6.1  Forgetting Curve Reality

Without review:


50–80% information lost within days

6.2  Effective Retention Mechanisms

Spaced repetition (2–3–5–7 days)

Active recall > passive rereading

Contextual reinforcement (seeing concepts repeatedly 
across editorials)


UX implication: 
 Reading alone is insufficient — reinforcement must be 
embedded.

V ocabulary Learning Challenges for Non-Native 
English Users

7.1 Key Findings:

Non-native aspirants lag by 10k–20k words

Knowing a word = Form + Meaning + Use

Most retention comes from contextual exposure, not lists


Design insight: 
 Vocabulary must be learned inside editorials, not separately.

A I in Editorial Learning: Trust vs Disruption
8.1 Trust Factors:


Users trust AI when:

Sources are transparent

Links to original paragraphs exist

AI explains how it derived answers


Users distrust AI when:

It interrupts reading

It over-summarizes nuance

It behaves like a replacement for thinking

8.2 Preferred AI Role: 

AI should function as:

A silent academic assistant, not a loud tutor.

UX implication: 
 AI tools should be on-demand, contextual, and non-
intrusive.

I nfrastructure Constraints in India
Key Realities:


Low-end Android devices

Fluctuating connectivity

Battery and storage sensitivity


Design requirements:

Lightweight UI

Offline access to saved content

Minimal data usage

Practice > video emphasis

U X Synthesis for Write Vision
Core Principles Derived from Research:


Editorials remain the primary surface

AI tools support understanding — never 
dominate

Reading experience must minimize 
distraction

Learning happens through:


Contextual vocabulary

Grammar & comprehension aids

Gentle recall reinforcement


Saving and revision are secondary flows 
— not the core pitch

1.
Editorial Reading Must Protect Focus, Not Fight It
High-stakes exam aspirants read editorials with intent, not 
curiosity. 
 The research confirms that cognitive load increases sharply 
when reading experiences are cluttered, interruptive, or visually 
unstable. 
 Design decisions must therefore prioritize:


calm layouts,

predictable navigation,

and uninterrupted reading flow.


Outcome: Editorials should feel mentally safe to read daily, 
even on mobile, without fatigue or distraction.

2.
AI Works Best as a Silent Learning Assistant
AI adds value when it supports comprehension and retention, 
not when it dominates the interface. 
 Trust is built when AI:


stays contextual,

explains only when needed,

and remains transparent about sources.


Outcome: The ideal AI role in Write Vision is a co-pilot—helping 
aspirants extract meaning, vocabulary, and structure without 
breaking their reading rhythm.
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Frontend Development

Implemented designs in React Native with reusable 
components.

Backend & AI

Built scalable services and integrated AI study tools.

Testing

Validated reading flow, navigation, and save actions.

Understanding & Defining core use cases

Defined key actions: read, watch, use study tools, 
and save for revision.

UX Research

Studied how exam aspirants consume current affairs, 
revise content, and use notes during preparation.

Sitemap

Structured content into Home, Editorials, 
Library, and contextual study tools.

Wireframing

Focused on reading flow, swipe 
navigation, and bottom-sheet interactions.

Visual Design

Created a calm UI system to support long 
study sessions.

Development
Design



Swipe Through Editorials
Read editorials one at a time. Swipe left or right to move to the next or previous editorial.

Reading 
time!

The HinduBalancing 

Innovation and 

Responsibility

AI Study Tools

Use AI Study tools to understand the editorial 

better

Vocabulary

Notes

Language

As technology advances at a rapid pace, 

societies face the challenge of 

embracing innovation without losing 

ethical control. Artificial intelligence, 

data analytics, and automation promise 

efficiency and growth, but they also 

raise concerns about privacy, 

accountability, and inequality.


Governments and institutions often 

promote new technologies as tools for 

national progress and security. However, 

unchecked adoption can lead to misuse, 

surveillance overreach, and exclusion of 

vulnerable groups. Citizens increasingly 

demand transparency in how data is 

collected, stored, and used.

TIMES OF INDIA

The Rising 

Importance of 

Digital Literacy

AI Study Tools

Use AI Study tools to understand the editorial 

better

Vocabulary

Notes

Language

In today’s information-driven world, 

digital lite
racy has become as important 

as tra
ditio

nal education. The ability
 to 

critic
ally evaluate online information, 

understand data privacy, and navigate 

digital platforms is essential fo
r in

formed 

citizenship. However, a
 large section of 

the population still l
acks these skills, 

making them vulnerable to 

misinformation and digital exploitation.


Governments and educational 

institu
tions must prioritiz

e digital lite
racy 

as a core component of le
arning. By 

equipping citizens with the skills to use 

technology responsibly and critic
ally, 

societies can harness the benefits
 of
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Reducing Decision 
Fatigue
Placing “Editorial of the Day” so 
users don’t have to decide what 
to read first the interface makes a 
confident suggestion.

Matching Mental Models
Editorials (reading) and Podcasts 
(listening) are separated because 
users mentally process them 
differently. This prevents context 
switching and confusion.

Focused Reading 
Environment
Editorial cards avoid excessive 
actions or gestures, keeping 
attention on the content rather 
than navigation.

This screen shows 
today’s important 
editorials and podcasts, 
with quick access to 
filters and saved content 
for focused exam 
preparation.

Home



Editorial + Video 
Pairing
A related video is shown 
alongside the editorial to support 
dual learning modes reading for 
depth and video for quick 
understanding or revision.

AI Study Tools Inside the 
Reading Flow
AI study tools (Vocabulary, Notes, 
Language) are placed upfront so 
users can access support without 
leaving the article.

Editorial
This screen enables user to 
browse editorials selected 
for exam-relevant topics. 
User swipe right to read the 
next editorial.



AI Study Tools
This screen enables user to 
browse editorials selected 
for exam-relevant topics. 
User swipe right to read the 
next editorial.

I help you 
understand 
language of 

editorial

Tools Open as Bottom Sheets
AI study tools open as bottom sheets to keep users anchored to the editorial. This 
reinforces that these tools are helpers, not separate destinations

Contextual Learning
All tools reference the current editorial content questions, vocabulary, and notes are 
directly tied to what the user is reading.

One Concept at a Time. No  
Scrolling!
Vocabulary and language tools avoid 
long vertical lists. Content is revealed 
step-by-step using pagination (e.g., 
2/4) and Next / Previous actions.



As Bottom sheets are not meant 
scrolling.



Library

Access all the content you’ve 
saved for revision, organized 
by editorials, podcasts, and 
study material.

Study Material is grouped by 
learning intent:


Language

Exam-focused Notes

Aspirants don’t think in terms of 
“features”; they think in terms of what 
they want to revise. 
This mapping matches their mental 
model and reduces decision friction.

Library is treated as a low-cognitive zone
When users enter the Library, they are in retrieval mode, not exploration mode. Any extra 
visual stimulus increases mental effort and slows recall.



Nestjs

NodejsReact Native

GCP

AI integrationMongoDB

Tech Stack
The app is built using React Native, 
Node.js (NestJS), MongoDB, and GCP, 
with AI integrations to support scalable, 
high-performance study features.
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